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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Laihef!  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  in  the  Rural  District 
of  Bromsgrove  for  the  year  1953,  and  a report  on  the  work  carried 
ont  by  your  Health  Department. 

There  was  a decline  in  the  Birth-rate  to  a level  again  below 
that  of  the  whole  country.  Tlie  death-rate  declined  too,  but 
this,  as  explained  in  the  report,  was  from  statistical  rather  than 
natural  causes.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  raised  after 
being  exceptionally  low  in  the  previous  year  but  still  remained 
below  that  for  the  whole  country. 

Infectious  Disease  notifications  increased  by  two-and-a- 
half  times,  but  this  was,  in  the  main,  due  to  the  biennial  increased 
incidence  of  Measles  and  a larger  number  of  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified.  There  was  one  measles  death. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year  remained  about  the  same.  A new  method  of 
assessing  the  immunised  state  of  the  child  population  was  in- 
stituted during  the  year. 

The  number  of  infants  vaccinated  against  smallpox  showed 
a slight  increase  being  over  50  per  cent  of  the  total  births  in  the 
year. 

The  provision  of  new  housing  continued  to  progress,  but 
slowly.  I have  commented  in  the  report  on  the  rate  of  pro- 
vision of  council  houses. 

The  problem  of  moveable  dwellings  continued  difficult, 
but  the  provision  of  planned  sites  has  done  much  towards  the 
maintenance  of  control. 

I wish  again  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the  help 
and  consideration  extended  to  me  during  the  year,  and  Mr. 
Dudley,  Senior  Officers  and  their  Staff  for  their  co-operation, 
lam  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Chamings  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  continued  enthusiastic  work. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  'H.ealih. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  in  acres  45,610. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

Mid  1953  — 

28,530 

population 

Mid  1952  — 

28,240 

(Census,  1951 — 28,172) 

Mid  1947  — 

25,230 

Mid  1937  — 

19,620 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 

End  of  1953  - 

- 8,437 

End  of  1952  - 

- 8,334 

End  of  1947  - 

- 7,798 

End  of  1937  - 

- 6,645 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1953 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£165,372. 

£652. 

Estimated 

Population  by  Parishes. 

1939 

1953 

Alvechurch 

3236 

4670 

Belbroughton 

2676 

2640 

Bentley  Pauncefoot 

344 

340 

Beoley 

770 

880 

Clent 

1943 

1990 

Cofton  Hackett 

3736 

4530 

Dodford-with-Grafton  .. 

513 

560 

Frankley 

184 

190 

Hagley  .... 

2233 

2610 

Hunnington 

543 

530 

Romsley 

1070 

1000 

Stoke  Prior 

2130 

2440 

Tutnall  and  Cobley 

697 

760 

Wythall  

4482 

5390 

TOTALS 

24,557 

28,530 

VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

(1952  figures  in  brackets). 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F.  Total. 

Legitimate 

191  (232) 

193  (208)  384  (440) 

Illegitimate 

7 (7) 

11  (12)  18  (19) 

198  (239) 

204  (220)  402  (459) 

Birth  Rate.  (Births  per  1000 

population)  : — 

1953  1952  1951  1937  1953— England  Wales 

14.09  16.2  14.4  14.1  15.5  (15.3) 
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Illegitimacy  Rate.  (Total  live  illegitimate  births  per  1000 

total  live  births)  : — 

1953  1952  1951  1937 

44.7  41.4  49.9  .32.0 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  births.  The 
birth  rate  which  at  16.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1952  was 
well  above  that  for  the  whole  country,  returned  to  below  1951 
level  at  14.09  which  was  below  that  for  the  whole  country,  15.3. 

The  illegitimacy  rate  remained  about  the  same. 


STILL  BIRTHS 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

....  4 

— 

4 (14) 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 (1) 

4 

1 

5 (15) 

Still-Birth  Rate.  (Still  births  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births): 
1953  1952  1951  1937  1953— England  & Wales. 

12.4  31.6  19.5  38.1  22.4. 

Rate  of  Still-births  per  1,000  Total  population  : — 

1953  1952  1951  1937  1953— England  & Wales. 

0.17  0.53  0.28  0.66  0.35  (0.35). 

There  were  one-third  the  number  of  still-births  as  in  the 
previous  year.  This  brought  the  still-birth  rate  and  the  rate  of 
still-births  per  1,000  total  population  well  below  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS.  M.  E.  Total. 


129  (146)  1,32  (143)  261  (289) 


Death  Rate.  (Deaths  per  1,000  population)  : — 

1953  1952  1951  1937 

1953 — England  & 

Wales. 

9.14  10.2  10.9  11.1 

11.4 

(11.3) 

Major  Causes  of  Deaths  (by  percentages) 

1953 

1952 

1951. 

1.  Disease  of  the  Circulatory  System  49% 

54.3% 

37.4% 

2.  Malignant  Diseases  (all  forms)  .. 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding 

.18.4% 

15.6% 

17.4% 

T.B.)  

..  8.4% 

8.7% 

8.2% 

4.  Accidents 

..  4.6% 

4.5% 

5.2% 

6.  Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum.  1.5% 

1.4% 

6.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  .... 

1.1% 

1.4% 

3.3% 

During  1953  there  was  an  alteration  in  the  assessment  of 
transferable  deaths.  Under  G.R.O.  Circular  (M.O.H.)  No.  4/ 
1952  certain  institutions  became  the  normal  places  of  residence  of 
their  patients.  Prior  to  1953  deaths  in  these  institutions  were 
“ transferred  out  ” from  the  district  in  which  such  institutions 
were  situated  to  the  districts  of  normal  residence  usually  those 
from  which  the  patients  were  admitted. 
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Tlie  effect  of  this  move  was  to  reduce  the  uumber  of  deaths 
ascribed  by  the  Registrar  General  to  the  Bromsgrove  Rural 
District  and  so  reduce  the  death  rate. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Bromsgrove  Hospitals  I was  able 
to  ascertain  that  31  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  patients  (12 
males  and  19  females)  died  in  those  hospitals  in  1953.  Thes 
persons  had  been  admitted  from  addresses  in  the  Bromsgrove 
Rural  District  but  became  residents  of  the  Bromsgrove  Urban 
Disrictas  a result  of  the  above  circular  and  their  deaths  were  not 
“ transferred  out”  to  the  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  returns. 

The  addition  of  this  number,  31,  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
figure  of  261,  would  bring  the  numl)er  of  deaths  more  close  to 
that  of  the  previous  year. 

However,  there  is  no  means  of  estimating  the  number  of 
deaths  of  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  people  which  occurred  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  under  similar  circumstances.  There- 
fore, there  is  no  true  means  of  comparing  1953  figures  of  deaths 
with  those  of  previous  years  except  to  say  that  there  appeared 
to  be  no  reason  to  suspect  that  any  other  agency  beyond  the 
statistical  was  conspiring  to  increase  or  decrease  the  mortality 
rates. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Maternal  Mortality.  (Maternal  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still-births)  : — 

1953  1952.  1951  1937  1953— England  & Wales. 

2.48  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  0.76  (0.72) 

I have  to  report  that  there  was  one  maternal  death  during  the 
year. 

INFANT  AND  NEONATAL  DEATHS. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age). 

M.  F.  Total. 

Legitimate  ....  5 4 9 (4) 

Illegitimate  ....  — — — 

5 4 9 (4) 


Neonatal  deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age). 

Legitimate  ....  3 3 6 (3) 

Illegitimate  ....  — — — 

3 3 6 (3) 
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Infant  and  Neonatal  Mortality  Rates  : — 


1953 

1952 

1951 

1952 

Deaths  of  Legitimate 
infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  23.43 

9.1 

England  & 
Wales. 
23.6  — 

Deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants  per  1,000  illegi- 
timate live  births.  Nil. 

Nil. 

100.0 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

4 weeks  of  age  per 

1,000  total  Uve  births  14.92 

6.5 

12.4 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

1 year  of  age  per  1,000 
total  live  births.  22.38 

8.7 

27.4 

26.8(27.6) 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  : — 


Atelectasis 

Bronchitis  

Broncho-pneumonia 
Cervical  Epidural  Haematema 
Congenital  Heart  Disease  .... 
Hydrocephalus 
Prematurity 


1 (Neonatal) 

1 

2 (1  Neonatal) 
1 (Neonatal) 

1 (Neonatal) 

1 

2 (Neonatal) 


With  9 deaths  there  were  over  twice  as  many  deaths  of 
infants  under  1 year  of  age  as  in  the  previous  year  (4).  Not  as 
many  however,  as  there  were  in  1951,  when  there  were  11. 

Six  of  these  9 deaths  occurred  in  infants  within  the  first  4 
weeks  of  life. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

1953. 


! 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  Pop. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

2 

3 

.10 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

8.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

1 

— 

1 

.03 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  \Mioopiug  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

d.  ^Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

— 

1 

1 

.03 

diseases  ... 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 

2 

4 

6 

.21 

chus 

9 

— 

9 

.31 

12.  Mal  gnant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

.10 

13.  Mai  gnant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  mal  gnant  and  lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

.07 

neoplasms 

14 

14 

28 

.98 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

1 

1 

.03 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

.07 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

29 

46 

1.61 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

27 

13 

40 

1.40 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

1 

5 

.17 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

12 

18 

30 

1.05 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

5 

7 

.24 

22.  Influenza 

— 

3 

3 

.10 

23.  Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

.31 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

6 

6 

12 

.42 

system 

1 

1 

2 

.07 

26.  L’lcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

.14 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

.03 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

2 

1 

3 

.10 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

3 

— 

3 

.10 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

.03 

31.  Congential  Malformation 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

— 

1 

1 

.03 

diseases 

14 

10 

24 

.84 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

4 

7 

.24 

34.  All  other  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

.17 

35.  Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

.07 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

129 

132 

261 

9.14 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

No  major  changes  occurred  in  the  preventative  Healtn 
Services  of  the  district. 


(a)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


The  following  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  were  held  in  the  district. 


Alvechurch 

Beoley 

Belbroughton 
Clent  .... 

Cofton  Hackett 

Finstall 

Hagley 

Wythall 

West  Heath  .... 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  in  month. 

2nd  and  4tli  Monday  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Thursday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  month. 
Every  Friday. 


The  enthusiastic  aid  to  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs  at 
these  clinics  given  by  the  voluntary  helpers  was  much  appre- 
ciated. 


(b)  Health  Visiting. 

The  County  Council  provided  a service  of  health  visitors 
throughout  the  district. 


These  were  as  follows  : — 
Mrs.  Jones, 

Cliffords  Cottage, 
Beoley. 


Alvechurch, 
Cofton  Hackett, 
Wythall. 


Mrs.  Bullock, 

2 Church  Avenue, 
Clent. 


Belbroughton, 

Clent. 


Miss  W.  A.  N.  Tilt, 

“ Brynglas,” 

Penman  or, 

Finstall,  Bromsgrove. 


Bentley. 
Finstall. 
Tutnall  and 
Cobley. 


Miss  Grey,  Bedford, 

The  Clinic,  Fairfield, 

Recreation  Road, 

Bromsgrove. 

Miss  Nock,  Beoley. 

“ Elm  Dale,” 

Hewell  Road, 

Redditch. 
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stoke  Prior. 


Miss  M.  H.  Allen, 

55  Tenie  Koad, 
Worcester. 

Miss  A Lawson, 

8 Chesterwood  Road, 
King’s  Heath, 
Ririningliain  14. 

Miss  M.  Elliot, 

40  New  Road, 
Stonrbridge. 

Miss  Abbott, 

40  New  Road, 
Stourbridge. 


West  Heath, 
Frank  ley. 


Hagley. 


Hunnington, 

Romsley. 


(c)  The  Midwifery  Services  and  Home  Nursing. 

The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  domiciliary  nursing 
and  midwifery  service. 


Parishes  : — were  served  by  nurses  stationed  in  : — 


Alvechurch. 

Beoley. 

Belbroughton  and  Clent. 
Bentley,  Tutnall  & Cobley. 
Cofton  Hackett. 


Alvechurch. 
Redditch. 

Clent. 

Hanbury. 

Cofton  Hacket  & 
Green. 

Catshill  and  Eednal. 


Fairfield,  Dodford. 

Frankley,  Hunnington,  Romsley.  Halesowen 
Hagley.  West  Hagley. 

Stoke  Prior.  Stoke  Works. 

Wythall.  Hollywood. 


Barnt 


(d)  School  Health  Services. 

The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  an  extensive  school 
health  service  throughout  the  district.  Regular  Medical  In- 
spections of  school  children  were  carried  out  and  special  chnics, 
e.g.  minor  ailment,  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  dental,  child 
guidance,  etc.,  were  available  for  the  reference  of  children  where 
more  detailed  investigation  or  treatment  was  required.  An 
Open-air  School  was  available  at  Malvern  to  which  children  who 
were  thought  to  be  likely  to  benefit  from  a change  of  air  and 
environment  could  be  sent. 

(e)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Council  provided  a laboratory  for  the  chemical 
and  bacteriological  analysis  of  water,  milk,  etc. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  provided,  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Worcester,  facilities  for  the  bacteriological  examin- 
ation of  specimens  in  connection  wdth  the  diagnosis  and  pre- 
vention of  spread  of  infectious  disease. 
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(f)  Hospital  Services. 

Hospitals,  under  the  control  of  the  Eegional  Hospital  Board, 
with  the  exception  of  Eedditch  Maternity  Hospital,  which 
served  this  District,  were  : — 


Infectious  Disease. 


Tuberculosis. 


Maternity. 


Children’s  Disease. 
Venereal  Disease. 

Mental  Illness. 


Hayley  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen. 

Little  Bromwich  Fever  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

Knightwick  Sanatorium. 

Hayley  Green  Sanatorium,  Hales- 
owen. 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge. 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourport. 

Eedditch  Maternity  Hospital. 

The  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Eoyal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital,  Broms- 
grove. 

Powick  Mental  Hospital,  Malvern. 


Chest  Surgery. 
General. 


Aged  Chronic  Sick. 


HiU  Top  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital. 
Smallwood  Hospital,  Eedditch. 

The  General  Hospitals,  Birmingham. 
All  Saiats  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 


(g)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Smallpox  Vaccination  Service. 

This  was  provided  by  the  County  Council.  Locally  it  was 
administered  joiatly  with  that  of  the  Bromsgrove  Urban  District 
by  the  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  Health  Department. 

Figures  of  immunisation  and  vaccinations  carried  out  are 
found  under  Section  (F.) 

(h)  Ambulance  Service. 

This  was  provided  by  the  County  Coimcil  and  the  Eural 
District  was  serviced  from  surrounding  centres. 

(i)  Health  Education. 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  liis  report,  o-ives  details 
of  tlie  Sanitary  Inspections  carried  out  during?  tlie  year. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

Over  four-fifths  of  the  houses  in  the  District  were  supplied 
with  main  piped  water  supplies  which  were  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  There  were  still,  however,  many  dwellhigs 
and  farm  premises  with  only  well  water  supplies.  These  latter 
su])plies  were,  to  a large  extent,  unsatisfactory. 

Routine  samiiUng  of  well  water  supplies  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analysis  was  continued  during  the  year. 

Samphng  at  source  of  main  supplies  was  done  by  the  water 
undertakings,  but  consumer  samples  were  taken  from  time  to 
time  in  the  District.  Specimens  of  the  results  of  this  sampling 
are  given  on  page  14. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  extensions  of 
mains  were  effected  : 

(a)  By  the  Rural  District  Council  : 2,557  yards,  and 

(b)  under  Guarantee  Agreements  with  the  folio  whig  pubhc 
water  undertakings  : 

The  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department  1,411  yards. 
East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company  8,139  yards. 
Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board  393  yards. 

Certain  of  the  water  supply  extension  schemes,  which  had 
already  been  approved  hi  principle,  were  carried  out  by  the 
East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Co.,  as  indicated  below. 

The  outstanding  schemes  which  have  been  approved  in 
principle  by  the  Ministry  are  as  follows  : — 


Location. 

Parish. 

* (1) 

Wildmoor. 

Belbroughton. 

* (2) 

Dodford  Village 

Dodford-with-Grafton. 

* (3) 

Beoley  (outside  village  area). 

Beoley. 

Madeley  Heath. 

Belbroughton. 

Walton  Pool. 

Clent. 

Upper  Bentley. 

Bentley  Pauncefoot. 

Snuff  Hill  and  Croppings  Green. 

Belbroughton. 

Runibow. 

Clent. 

* Note  : — (1)  The  remaining  portion  of  the  scheme  hi  the 
B.R.D.C.  area  was  completed  during  the  year. 

(2)  The  remainder  of  this  scheme  was  completed  by 
the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Co.  during 
the  year. 

(3)  This  was  completed  during  the  year  and  incor- 
porated the  B.R.D.C.  scheme  for  the  village  area. 
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Physical  Characters 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Odour 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Deposit 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

pH 

7.0 

7.2 

7.4 

7.1 

7.6 

Chemical  Examination 

*Solids  in  Suspension 
(Dried  at  100°C.) 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

♦Solids  in  Solution 
(Dried  at  180°C). 

19 

5 

59 

4.5 

48 

♦Solids  in  Solution  after 
Ignition 

17 

4 

54 

3 

41 

♦Chlorides  Calculated  as  Com- 
mon Salt  .... 

2.8 

2.1 

11 

1.4 

3.3 

♦Hardness  Pennanent. 

4 

T 

17  1 

24 

♦Hardness  Temporary. 

8 

1 

21 

1 

19 

♦Hardneiss  Total 

12 

2 

38 

2 

43 

♦Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.0006 

0.0004 

0.0004 

0.001 

0.0002 

♦Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0002 

0.0022 

0.0006 

0.0034 

0.0008 

♦Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates).  ... 

0.62 

0.08 

1.0 

0.09 

0.21 

♦Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Trace 

♦Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hrs. 
at  27°C 

0.013 

0.13 

0.013 

0.092 

0.013 

♦Toxic  Metals 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

None 

detected 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Probable  number  of  coliform 
bacilli,  MacConkev  2 days  ... 
37°C,  per  100  m.l.  ' 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli 
])er  100  m.l. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

♦Exi)ressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 


The  Supply  of  Water  in  the  parishes  is  as  follows  : 
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3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


The  following  are  the 
district  : — 

Alvechurch 

Clent 

Cofton  Hackett- 

Hagley 
Hunnington 
Stoke  Prior 


Wythall 


Sewage  Disposal  Works  situated  in  the 

Lye  Bridge. 

Hossill  Lane. 

Horse  Pasture — land  irrigation. 
Kingswood  Eoad — to  Birmingham. 
Cofton  Eoad. 

Sweetpool  Lane. 

Illey  Lane. 

Stoke  Works. 

Finstall — Pumping  Station  to  Broms- 
grove  U.D.C. 

Houndsfield  Lane. 


Belbroughton  Village  Scheme. 

Work  on  the  large  scheme  for  the  construction  of  disposal 
works  and  sewers  was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the 


year. 


Fairfield  and  Wildmoor. 

Instructions  have  been  given  for  a plan  to  be  prepared  for 
seweruig  these  portions  of  the  District. 


Hagley — Sweetpool  Lane. 

These  works  are  overloaded  and  a scheme  for  extending  the 
works  on  the  present  site  had  been  submitted  to  the  IMinistiy  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  A ministry  inspector  visited 
to  investigate,  following  which  the  Consulting  Engineer  was 
instructed  to  submit  revised  proposals. 


Wythall — Inlcford  Area. 

Further  consideration  was  given  to  this  and  it  was  decided 
to  defer  this  question  for  the  time  being. 

Wythall — Shawbrook  Area. 

Preliminary  consideration  was  given  to  the  possibility  of 
carrying  out  a scheme  for  tliis  area,  in  view  of  the  development 
proposed  at  the  Fulford  Hall  Estate. 


Alvechurch — Hopwood  Area. 

Consideration  of  proposals  for  a scheme  for  sewering  this 
area,  together  with  methods  of  disposal,  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was 
deferred  by  the  Ministry  pending  tlie  clarification  of  the  position 
with  regard  to  capacity  of  the  Lye  Bridge  Disposal  Works  in 
view  of  the  reception  of  trade  waste. 


Alvechurch — Bordesley  Area. 

The  Consulting  Engineer  was  instructed  to  submit  an  up-to- 
date  scheme  for  sewering  this  area,  in  conjunction  with  Eedditch 

U.D.C. 

For  the  unsewered  areas  the  Conncil  provided  a cesspool 
emptying  service,  giving,  where  necessary,  a quarterly  emptying 
free  of  charge.  This  was  administered  by  the  Surveyor’s  De- 
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partment,  who  control  the  tliree  cesspool  vehicles  used  for  this 
purpose. 

Pail  Emptying. 

Pail  emptying  service  was  continued  at  fortnightly  intervals 
in  Stoke  Prior  and  a service  was  instituted  in  a portion  of  Wythall 
parish. 

4.  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  carried  out  throughout 
the  district  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

A collection  was  carried  out,  so  far  as  practicable,  once  a 
fortnight,  and  disposed  by  tipping  at  the  following  five  sites  : — 
Alvecliurch,  Belbroughton,  Romsley,  Stoke  Prior,  and  Wythall. 

Six  refuse  vehicles  were  in  use  during  the  year. 

5.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Caravans  still  continued  to  present  a serious  problem,  and 
the  number  of  these  dwellings  in  the  district  continued  to  rise. 
During  the  year  the  provision  of  i)rivately-owned  sites  for  large 
numbers  of  these  dwellings  helj)ed  to  bring  a halt  to  indiscrim- 
inate siting.  Most  of  these  aggregations  of  caravans  have  been 
so  sited  and  organised  as  to  prove  of  little  nuisance  value  to 
the  neighbourhood. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  provision  of  Council  Houses  progressed  slowly,  58  were 
let  for  the  first  time  in  1953. 

With  439  post-war  Council  Houses,  the  Bromsgrove  Rural 
District  Council,  the  rural  district  with  the  largest  population 
in  the  County  of  Worcestershire,  had  provided  the  least  number 
of  council  houses  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  any  other  Rural 
District  in  the  coimty  with  the  exception  of  one  district  which 
provided  0.2/1000  less.  In  the  same  post-w'ar  period,  there  were 
built  in  the  district  the  largest  number  of  dwellings  under  private 
licence  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  any  district  in  the  County. 

It  is  now  the  poliey  of  the  Couneil,  with  the  easing  of  restric- 
tions on  the  licensing  and  building  of  houses  to  encourage  and  to 
assist  individuals  to  build  their  own. 

Tliere  are,  however,  many  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  people 
w’ho  have  been  on  the  waiting  list  for  council  houses  for  a con- 
siderable number  of  years.  The  revised  applieation  list  is  approx- 
imately 600.  Many  of  these  will  never  be  in  a position  to  build 
for  themselves  or  to  buy  a house  through  a building  society. 

Many  are  Uving  in  unsuitable  aceommodation,  not  necessarily 
in  substandard  property  but  need  re-housing. 

I am  fully  aware  of  the  dangers,  especially  in  a rural  district 
of  encouraging  “ immigration  ” by  the  over-enthusiastic  pro- 
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vision  of  council  houses.  I a.in  also  aware  of  tin*  desire  not  to 
invade  further  the  “ Green  Belt.”  However,  I would  suggest 
that  the  rate  of  provision  of  houses  by  the  Council  is  at  the  present 
moment  inadequate.  1 would  also  suggest  that  any  future 
building  programme  should  include  the  provision  of  four-bed- 
roonu'd  accommodation  of  which  type  the  Council  has  built  none 
to  date. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  continued  during 
the  year,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  ensure  the  clean  and  safe 
handling  of  food-stuffs.  Further  reference  to  the  subject  is 
made  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Byelaws  made  under  Section  1.5  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
19.38,  were  in  operation  in  the  district. 

I would  again  emphasise  that  hygienic  premises  alone  will 
not  provide  safe  food  if  the  individual  food  handlers  are  not 
well  versed  in  the  necessity  for  absolute  cleanliness  and  the 
dangers  of  bacterial  contamination. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Disease  1953. 


DISEASE. 

Corrected 

Notifications. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

3 

— 

Measles 

377 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

92 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyehtis 

— 

— 

— 

Polio-Encephalitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  .... 

16 

2 

9 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neona- 
torum 

2 

2 



Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

523 

9 

10 
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Then*  was  a coiisiderabU*  increase  in  the  number  of  infectious 
diseasi'  notifications  over  tliat  of  the  previous  year. 

Measles  showed  its  biennial  increase  in  incidenci'  to  377  eases 
(114).  There  were  92  (‘ases  of  Wliooi)mt>'  (lough  (58)  re])orted. 
There  was  1 measles  death. 

The  district  was  free  from  l)ii)htheria,  Acute  Anterior  Polio- 
myelitis, the  Enteric  Fevers  and  Dysentery. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  reported. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 

Primary  Immimisation  : — 

Under  5 years  old  ...  ..  . ....  305  (292) 

5 — 14  years  old  ....  ....  ....  26  (37) 


331  (329) 

Ee-rnforciug  (Booster)  injections  ..  372  (404) 

The  “ Immimisation  State  ” of  children  in  the  Enral  District 
on  31st  December,  1953,  was  as  follows  : — 


Age  at  31/12/.53,  i.e. 
Born  in  year. 

Under 

I 

1953 

1—4 

1952—1949 

5—9 

1948—1944 

19—14 

1943—1939 

U nder 

15 

Total 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whetlier 
primary  or  booster). 

A.  1949—1953 

B.  1948  or  earlier 

31 

1163 

1784 

390 

3368 

— 

533 

1254 

1787 

C.  Estimated  mid- 
year child 
population. 

2266 

4649 

6915 

Immunity  Index 
lOO"^  A/C. 

52.7% 

46.8% 

48.8% 

A new  form  of  return  for  the  “ Immunised  State  ” of  children 
was  instituted  this  year.  Previously  all  children  immunised 
at  any  time  recent  or  remote  under  the  age  of  15  years  were  in- 
cluded. It  was  decided  that  this  did  not  give  an  accurate  pic- 
ture of  the  “ State  of  protection  ” of  these  children,  it  being 
known  that  protection  diminishes  in  time  without  “ boostering.” 

The  “ Immunity  Index  ” now  refers  only  to  children  who 
have  received  a “ primary  ” or  “ booster  ” course  of  injections 
within  the  five  years  directly  preceding  the  return. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  were  reported. 

The  number  of  babies  vaccinated  showed  a slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year.  The  figure  of  232  was  54  % of  the  aver- 
age number  of  babies  bom  in  the  two  years  1952/53  which  was 
432. 
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Number  of  persons  Vaccinated  (or  Kevaccinated)  during 
1953 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1953 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15&  over 

i.e.  born  in  year 

1953 

1952 

1949-51 

1939-1948 

before 

1938 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

232 

11 

10 

6 

5 

264 

Number  Revaccinated 

— 

— 

3 

2 

13 

18 

Tuberculosis. 

Incidence  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


New 

Cases 

1 

Deaths. 

Age. 

Pulmonary. 

Non 

pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-  1 

pulmonary. 

M. 

P. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

— 

1 







1— 

— 

— 

1 — 

- 1 

5— 

— 

1 

1 — 





10— 

15— 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

20— 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

25— 

— 

4 

— 1 





35— 

1 

1 

— — 

— 1 

— — 

45— 

2 

— 







55— 

2 

— 

— — 

1 — 

— — 

65  & over 

4 

— 

— — 





Totals 

10 

9 

2 1 

1 2 

— — 

Tuberculosis  continued  to  be  notified  to  tlie  district  Council. 

The  statutory  duty,  however,  of  keeping  the  Tuberculosis 
register  rested  with  the  Coimty  Council. 

The  District  Health  Department  continued  to  maintain  a 
list  of  individuals  resident  within  the  district  notified  as  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis,  which  was  kept  up  to  date  by  information 
received  from  the  County  Council  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Nineteen  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  three  cases  of  Non-Pul- 
monary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year — a decrease 
of  eleven  pulmonary  cases  over  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  registered  cases  was  182  (192). 
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The  figures  of  the  deaths  from  I’ulmonary  Tubereulosis  in 
EugUiud  and  Wales  over  the  past  8 years  are  of  gr(*at  interest  and 
showed  tlie  striking  decrease  in  mortality  by  more  than  half. 


1948 

374 

deaths 

per 

week. 

1950 

271  deaths  ])er  week. 

1947 

384 

deaths 

per 

week. 

1951 

231  deaths  per  week. 

1948 

387 

deaths 

per 

Aveek. 

1952 

180  deaths  i)er  week. 

1949 

338 

deaths 

per 

week. 

1953 

152  deaths  per  week. 

The  number  of  registered  cases  of  Tuberculosis  resident  in 
the  district  at  Decemb(‘r,  1953,  was  as  follows  : — 


1 

i 

M. 

' F. 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary  .... 

78 

i 84 

140 

Non -pulmonary 

21 

21 

1 42 

Total 

97 

1 85 

182 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
RROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1953,  em- 
phasis must  still  be  placed  on  the  Housing  iiroblem  in  your 
district  which  is  so  near  to  the  industrial  Midland  area  where 
expanding  industry  is  absorbing  all  the  labour  force  and  is 
still  asking  for  more.  As  a result,  far  too  many  houses  are 
housing  more  than  one  family  and,  where  sites  are  available, 
the  problem  is  temporarily  solved  by  the  use  of  caravans.  The 
building  of  129  houses  by  private  enterprise  gives  some  satis- 
faction, but  little  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  Improve- 
ment Grants  offered  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  The  final 
clearing  of  the  Squatters  Camp  at  Frogmill,  Frankley,  and  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  families  at  Crabmill  Camp  at  Wythall, 
indicate  some  progress  in  dealing  with  this  nation-wide  problem. 
Having  regard  to  the  bmited  space  in  which  they  have  to  live 
and  sleep,  especially  when  there  are  children,  the  people  whose 
only  home  is  a earavan,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  that  they  maintain  throughout  the  district.  With 
but  one  or  two  exceptions  the  site  owners  have  always  been 
helpful  and  co-operative  in  seeing  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  are  complied  with  on  their  sites. 

The  work  of  laying  new  sewers  in  Belbroughton  made  good 
progress,  but  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  the  Council 
has  had  little  or  no  control,  it  is  regretted  that  authorisation  to 
proceed  with  the  urgent  sewering  of  Hopwood  is  stiU  in  abey- 
ance. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  better  success  in  continuing  the 
Council’s  policy  to  extend  and  lay  water  mains  wherever  prac- 
ticable and  this  has  resulted  in  the  laying  of  a further  12,500 
yards  of  mains  with  consequent  connections  thereto. 

Once  again  I acknowledge  with  thanks  the  helpful  co-opera- 
tion of  Mr.  W.  E.  Hobbs,  the  Health  Committee’s  Chairman  ; 
Mr.  Dudley  ; Dr.  Shennan  and  the  members  of  my  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PEARSON  P.  CHAMINGS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


A total  of  118  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  1953, 
all  of  which  were  investigated  and  a])propriate  action  taken. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  and  nature  of  Inspections 


made  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1402 

No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  houses  ....  1266 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations  ..  . . . — 

Visits  re  Complaints  and  Nuisances  ....  ....  ..  . 118 

Visits  re  Notifiable  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  . ..  55 

Knacker’s  Yard  ....  ....  ....  ....  . . ....  15 

Slaughter  of  Pigs  on  Private  Premises  ....  ....  3 

Milk  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  105 

Piggeries  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  105 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Factories  and  Workshops  ....  ....  57 

Outworkers’  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ....  ....  4834 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  818 

Works  in  Progress  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  331 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  552 

Shops,  etc.  (re  unfit  food)  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Food  Premises  ....  ....  ....  238 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  ....  106 

Canal  Boats  2 

Outside  Interviews  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  875 

Building  Licences  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  — 

Smoke  Abatement  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  27 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  309 

Total  No.  of  informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  155 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-liouses  fluring  the  year  : — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  insxfected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  1402 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1402 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Eegulations  1925  and  1932  — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  — 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
not  found  to  be  in  aU  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  97 

2.  Eemedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  74 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelUng-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Pubhc  Health  Acts  : — 

(ij  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  informal  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  57 

Formal  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  . ..  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  m default  of 

owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  — 
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(0)  ProcH'i'dinfjs  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193(>  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinfj-houses  in  resi)ect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

(D)  Proceedinjjs  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  separate  t(‘nements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  \Yere  m ade  ....  ....  . — 

(ii)  Nnmber  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  res^ject  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

It  is  not  possible  to  supply  accurate  figures  for  overcrowding 
in  the  district. 

General. 

No  demolition  orders  were  made  during  the  year,  but  two 
cottages  were  demolished,  and  the  use  of  two  premises  for  human 
habitation  was  discontinued  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

Informal  notices  were  sent  relating  to  154  houses,  but  only  in 
two  cases  was  it  necessary  to  issue  statutory  notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  for  the  repairs  of  houses. 

In  certain  parts  of  the  district  a number  of  cottages  which 
have  been  sold,  have  been  reconditioned  by  the  new  owners  for 
their  ovm  occupation. 

Eight  apphcations  were  received  for  Improvement  Grants 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  7 of  which  were  approved,  and  one 
case  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Although 
the  Coiuicil  has  always  been  willing  to  make  grants  in  suitable 
cases,  it  is  regretted  that  fuller  use  was  not  made  of  the  facilities 
available  by  property  owners  during  the  year  under  review. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Again  a considerable  amount  of  time  was  devoted  to  the 
inspection  of,  and  supervision  of,  caravans,  etc. 

Thirteen  site  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year.  In 
addition,  77  individual  licences  were  also  issued. 

The  Camping  Club  of  Great  Britain  continued  to  maintain 
a site  at  Romsley  for  the  use  of  their  members,  and  they  are  to 
be  complimented  on  the  high  standard  that  is  always  maintained. 

A survey  carried  out  by  the  Department  revealed  that 
there  were  667  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  situ- 
ated throughout  the  district,  which  was  a slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year  ; 494  of  the  caravans,  etc.,  were  in  full  time  occu- 
pation. Generally  all  the  sites  were  maintained  in  a satisfac- 
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tory  (‘ondition  and  tlie  caravans  were  mainly  used  by  persons 
unable  to  find  housing  accommodation.  The  position  was  most 
acute  in  those  parts  of  the  district  bordering  the  larger  Urban 
Areas. 

One  person  was  prosecuted  for  permitting  caravans  to  be 
stationed  on  his  land  in  excess  of  the  number  for  which  a licence 
had  been  granted,  and  was  fined  £50. 

All  new  applications  are  first  considered  by  the  Planning 
Committee. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  retailers’  premises  only,  inspection 
of  cow  sheds  and  supervision  of  milk  production  being  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Nineteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  Biological  examin- 
tion,  all  of  which  were  reported  free  from  infection  by  M.  Tuber- 
culosis. Two  samples  were  reported  to  give  a positive  Ring 
Test  for  Brucellosis,  but  subsequent  samples  from  the  particular 
herds  were  all  found  to  be  negative. 

One  notice  under  article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tions 1949,  requiring  Pasteurisation  of  milk  before  sale,  was 
served  on  a producer.  The  notice  was  subsequently  withdrawn 
when  the  herd  was  certified  as  non-Tuberculous. 

The  Milk  (Special  Desigantions)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
were  issued  during  the  year  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  : — 

Dealers  Bottling  ....  1 Distributors  ...  15 

Pasteurised  Milk  : — 

Distributors  ....  ....  23 

Sterilised  Milk  : — 

Distributors  ....  23 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  is  no  centralized  Slaughterhouse  in  the  District. 

Cottagers’  pigs  were  inspected  on  request. 

Routine  inspection  was  carried  out  of  food  premises. 

Some  250  tins  of  foodstuffs  of  varying  kinds,  10801b.  bis- 
cuits, 561b.  fish,  421b.  potato  mash,  421b.  sugar  and  6 chickens 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
year. 


(c)  Ice  Cream. 

The  total  number  of  registrations  in  force  for  premises  for 
the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  was  two  and  for  retail  sale  only, 
103. 
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One  hundred  and  four  samples  were  submitted  during: 
year  for  baeteriologieal  examination,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  every  sample  was  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1. — Satis- 
factory. 

The  results  of  the  samples  were  as  follows  : — 

Provision  Grade  1 ....  104  Satisfactory. 

2 

3 ...  — Unsatisfactory. 

4 ....  — 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 

Five  renewals  of  licences  were  issued  imder  the  above  Act 
during  the  year. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

New  drainage  to  existing  houses  was  provided  in  40  cases, 
16  being  to  the  sewer,  and  at  24  properties  cesspools  were  provided 
At  a further  12  premises  the  drains  were  repaired. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  sewers  and  sewage  works 
for  the  village  of  Belbroughton  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Tlie  Council  gave  instructions  for  revised  scheme  for  re- 
constructing the  Hagley  sewage  works  to  be  prepared  and  also 
for  proposals  for  Fairfield  and  Wildmoor,  and  also  the  Bordesley 
area  of  Alvechurch  Consideration  was  given  to  the  Shawbrook 
area  of  Wythall  in  view  of  possible  development,  but  the  scheme 
for  the  Hopwood  area  of  Alvechurch  was  deferred  pending  clari- 
fication of  certain  matters. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Nine  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  examination,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Forty-nine  samples  of  water  from  private  wells  were  sub- 
mited  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination,  and 
nine  for  bacteriological  examination  only. 

Of  these,  thirty-six  were  bacteriologically  imsatisfactory  and 
twenty  chemically  imsatisfactory,  twenty-nine  were  chemically 
satisfactory  and  twenty-two  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Fifty-six  existing  premises  were  connected  to  the  water 
mains  in  the  course  of  1953. 

A total  of  12,500  yards  of  new  mains  were  laid  by  the  various 
water  undertakings  within  the  District  during  the  year. 

These  extensions  consisted  principally  of  the  completion  of 
the  scheme  for  Wildmoor  within  the  Council’s  area  of  supply  and 
the  completion  of  the  scheme  for  the  village  area  of  Dodford. 

Also  completed  was  the  extension  outside  the  village  area 
of  Beoley,  which  incorporated  the  existing  system  for  the  village 
which  had  previously  been  supplied  from  a bore-hole  at  the 
Council’s  Moss  Lane  Housmg  site. 


27 


DISINFESTATION. 

No  i)reniises  wore  found  to  bo  in  need  of  disinfestation. 

All  the  Council  refuse  tips  were  periodically  treated  for  flies 
and  crickets  where  necessary. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full-time  Eodent  0])erative  is  em])loyed.  A total  of 
213  infestations  of  Private  houses  and  126  at  business  premises 
were  successfully  treated. 

During  the  year  the  Council  continued  to  pro\ide  a free 
service  for  the  destruction  of  rats  at  private  dwellings,  but  in 
the  case  of  business  premises  a charge  was  made  as  previously. 

The  service  was  fully  used  and  in  addition  a considerable 
number  of  visits  were  made  for  survey  purposes  by  the  Opera- 
tive. 

Twenty-six  business  premises  were  treated  under  contract 
during  the  year  and  the  income  from  this  source  amoimted  to 
£147. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works 
were  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and  necessary  treatments 
carried  out  by  the  Operative. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  August  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Infestation  Control  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  no  takes  were 
recorded. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

In  one  case  during  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  necessary 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  burial,  imder  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act,  of  a person  dying  within  the  District. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIAL  ACT,  1951. 

The  premises  of  one  firm  are  registered  for  the  use  of  filling 
materials  to  which  this  Act  apphes. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Trouble  was  experienced  with  regard  to  smoke  from  a 
vertical  boiler  at  a Laundry.  The  apparatus  was  converted  to 
use  coke  and  this  has  satisfactorily  abated  the  nuisance. 

Burning  of  large  amoiints  of  combustible  refuse  at  one  factory 
gave  rise  to  complaints,  but  as  a result  of  action  taken,  matters 
were  much  improved  by  the  use  of  the  proper  incinerator  plant. 

The  Coimcil  continued  to  be  a member  of  the  Midland  Joint 
Advisory  Council  for  the  Abatement  of  Smoke  and  Atmospheric 
Pollution. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


)Cumber  of 

PREMISES 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices. 

(5) 

Occu|)ier.- 

prosecuted 

(H) 

( 1 ) Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  0 are  to  be 
enforced  l)y  Local 

Authorities 

4 

6 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  whicli  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

71 

.51 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

s 

TOTAL 

83 

57 

— 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

Instituted 

(7) 

Referred  : 

PARTICULARS 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness(S.l) 







- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3.) 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4.) 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  reflecting  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 
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